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THE READER’S NOTEBOOK 

Guidelines for Using a Reader’s Notebook in the Secondary Classroom 

Definition  
The Reader’s Notebook is a tool use by students to capture their thinking and understanding 
about texts. It is flexible enough to allow students to respond in a variety of ways.  
 
The responses written in the Reader’s Notebook reflect the particular ways that students are 
taught to respond to texts.   

 What do students write/ store in the Reader’s Notebook? 

 Their thinking around the texts they read. These may be written or drawn directly into 

the notebook or captured on post-it notes, think sheets etc. that are then glued into 

the notebook. Such responses might include: 

o Thinking associated with the comprehension strategies – predictions, 

questions, inferences, connections, visualisations etc.  

o Empathy for characters, setting, the conflict and the author 

o Story Context  

o A memorable response or aesthetic experience  

o Any new ideas and possibilities that the book has provoked   

o Critiques – believability, credibility/recognition of pretence/ propaganda  

o Other writing about reading (See About the Text – F & P Literacy Continuum 

for Year Levels 7 & 8)  

 Personal reflections of their own progress as readers. These might include:  

o The comprehension strategies they use and how using the strategy helped 

them to understand more deeply  

o Reading preferences  

o How they are changing as a reader over the year  

o Personal reading goals 

 Reading Logs that demonstrate the depth and breadth of their reading 

 Literature Circle/Book Club Responses and Reflections  

 Thinking and new understandings gained from the minilesson   

 More directed responses such as those described by Buckner  

 What I Know is True  What Keeps Me 

Reading  

 History of a Reader 

 Thinking About 

Reading  

 Finding the Spark  Leaning In 

 Reread to Lift a Line  Writing Connections  The Fab Five 

 Summarizing 

Questions 

 Favourite Authors  Connotation 

 Theme  Character Connections  Lifting a Prompt 
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What is an Entry? 

Entry is the word we use to describe each new addition to the notebook.  The same 
word is for the writer’s notebook.  

Entries may be as short as a few sentences or as long as a page. Entries may lead 
to a new line of thinking with the text. They are a placeholder for ideas the reader 
wants to share with others or to further explore on his or her own. Patterns of thinking 
may appear through entries for a similar book or across texts. 
 
Teacher  
If the Reader’s Notebook is to be part of the Formative Assessment process in 
literacy at your school there must be agreed criteria that is consistently applied 
across the year levels.   
When we assess the Reader’s Notebook we base it on a preponderance of evidence 

over several entries. A rubric can be is used to guide this holistic approach.  

Students  
Students need to be involved in the assessment process. Ask students to read over 
their entries at specific points in the year and reflect on their entries in the light of 
specific criteria that have been shared or developed with students at the beginning of 
the year.  Students are then required to write down what they are doing well and set 
goals for improvement. . A suggested reflection form is attached.     

 

What is used for the Reader’s Notebook? 

Exercise Book – A4 128 pages  

How often is the Reader’s Notebook Used?  

At least twice a week. 

How Do You Establish a Readers Notebook? 

1. Talk to students about the purpose of the Notebook. Ensure that the students 

understand the importance of recording their thinking.  

2. If you use a writer’s notebook discuss the connections.  

3. Discuss with students the assessment expectations and criteria if the notebook is 

part of the formative assessment process.   

4. Explicitly teach the different ways that you want students to respond to their 

reading.  Use your own notebook as a model.   

5. When a strategy has been modelled, ask the students to try the same strategy 

when responding to the book they are reading  

6. As students become more independent using the strategies, hand over the 

responsibility of choosing a strategy to respond that seems right for them. 

 
 

Adapted from Buckner, A., (2009). Notebook Connections Strategies for the Readers 
Notebook, Portland, ME, Stenhouse. 
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The Fountas and Pinnell Continuum of Literacy Learning – Years 7 & 8 provides 
a variety of ways that students can respond to their reading and share their thinking 
either “Within the Text”, “Beyond the Text” or “About the Text”.   
 

 

An additional list of ways that students can respond in their Reader’s Notebooks  

 How the book makes you feel.  How the book reminds you of another 

book. 

 Whether or not you would recommend 

the book to someone else. 

 How the author describes things. 

 Whether you like the book or not and 
why. 

 Why you think the author wrote the 
book. 

 Why you chose the book.  How you feel about the author's 
writing. 

 What you predict will happen and why  What you would change about the 
book. 

 Examples of stereotype or bias.  Tell about the connections that you 
made while reading 

 What you are wondering about.  Whether the book is easy, just right or 
challenging and how you can tell. 

 Why you abandoned the book.  What you think is the author's 
message. 

 What books you look forward to 
reading. 

 What you don't understand or 
questions you have. 

 How you feel about a character.   What you notice about the author’s 
style/language. 

 What you noticed about a character, 
such as what made them act as they 
did or how they changed. 

 What surprised you or that you found 
interesting. 

 Something about the author and what 
it has to do with the story.  

 What was funny to you? 

 What you like/dislike about the setting.  How the setting affects the 
characters. 

 About good word choices/special 
language. 

 What you think about the author's 
lead. 

 How the author captured you interest.  Describe important visualizations that 
you had as you read. 

 A confusion you had and how you 
solved the problem. 

 What the book is about. 

 

 
 
 


