
PART TWO: 
LITERACY C.A.T.  

Film: How Can We Drought Proof Australia? 
 

Students will listen to, read, view, interpret, and evaluate texts 
designed to inform audiences and will create a media text 

demonstrating their ability in these areas. Students will develop 
their understanding of how texts, including media texts, are 

influenced by context, purpose, and audience. 
 

LITERACY RUBRIC 

 
 

 
 
 

Progression 
(What level is 

your knowledge) 

4. 
Evaluate how drought proofing Australia can benefit the country’s long term sustainability. 

through dialogue and storyboarding. 
Little to no spelling or grammatical errors. 

3. 
Analyse ways to drought-proof Australia through dialogue and storyboarding. 

Attempt at self-correction of spelling and grammar errors. 

2.  
Examines the effects of droughts in Australia. 

Experiments with dialogue and storyboarding to create digital media. 
Many spelling and grammatical errors. 

1.  
Describe how droughts affect Australia. 

Outline of dialogue and storyboard to state effects of drought within digital media. 
Lots of spelling and grammatical errors. 

Insufficient Evidence 

 
ENGLISH 

 
Victorian 

Curriculum  
Year 7 

 Teacher 
Reference 

 
(What the 

teachers have  
to ‘teach’) 

ENGLISH 

Literacy - Interacting with others 
Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing appropriate content 
and multimodal elements to promote a point of view or enable a new way of seeing, using 
body language, voice qualities, and other elements to add interest and meaning 
 
Speaking and LIstening 
Students listen for and explain different perspectives in texts. They understand how the 
selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They understand how 
to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis, and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other 
texts can be combined for effect. They create texts structured and coherent texts for a 
range of purposes and audiences. They make presentations and contribute actively to class 
and group discussions, using language features to engage the audience. 

 

 



FILMMAKING : 
HOW CAN WE DROUGHT PROOF AUSTRALIA 

Your task is to create a film that demonstrates your knowledge of how to 
‘drought proof’ Australia. 

You are to produce, shoot and edit a 2-4 minute short film in a group of 2-3 students. 
Although you will be working together to develop your shots, each of you will need to edit and 

submit individual versions of a short film.  

You should include the following elements of cinematic storytelling: 
● Voiceover Narration – We see the situation from the narrator’s point of view and hear their “inner 

monologue” as they comment on the world to tell their story. They can be commenting on what is 
happening right then, the past or the future. They are speaking directly to the audience. Or, the 
Narrator can be omniscient and anonymous – a commentator taking us through the story. 

● Titles and credits - Who was involved in the filmmaking process? Did you use resources from 

another source? If you do you need to reference that source 

● Music or sound effects -  Include music to help guide your audience 

● Demonstrated use of fine editing skills including cutting and cropping clips 

● Transitions between clips 

 

To produce your film, do the following:  

1. Get together with one or two other students in the class to form a ‘crew’ 
2. Brainstorm ideas for your film 
3. Type a one paragraph “summary” of what your film will explore 
4. Type a “step outline.” This is just a numbered list of what happens in your film. Be as 

detailed as possible–don’t leave out any plot points 
5. Draw a storyboard. It should contain every shot you can think of. (Scroll down to the “Action 

Sequence” assignment below for the storyboard form. You can print and use this form.) 
6. Give your film a title 
7. Type a “Pre-Production Packet” that contains: 

a. The pieces you’ve already completed (your summary, and storyboard) 
b. A crew list and role within the crew 
c. A list of locations. Where are you shooting?  
d. A list of props (items) and costumes you will need for your film. 
e. A list of equipment you will need to shoot your movie 
f. A production schedule. Do you plan to shoot during class? What days? Outside of 

class? How long will it take? Look at a calendar with your crew to come up with a 
shooting schedule 

 

 

THE INFORMATION IN YOUR FILM MUST: 



● Describe  the cause of droughts  

● Evaluate  the effect of droughts 

● Demonstrate  your knowledge by exploring appropriate suggestions and advice 

for drought proofing 

● Justify  your suggestions and advice on drought proofing 

● Predict the impact your suggestions and advice will have on Australia 

YOUR FILM MUST: 

● Be original - your own idea 

● Be planned - demonstrated by completing a storyboard and script (dialogue) 

● Be edited to a fine cut 

 

 

 

ACTION! 
 

 

 

 

WHO IS IN YOUR CREW AND WHAT IS THEIR ROLE?: 



1._____________________________________________________________ 

2._____________________________________________________________ 

3._____________________________________________________________ 

BRAINSTORM HERE:

 

WRITE YOUR SUMMARY HERE  

(THIS INCLUDES PLOTS - REMEMBER THE THREE ACT STRUCTURE? THE PIXAR METHOD? SIMPLE 



STORY STRUCTURE? THIS IS WHAT GOES HERE) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETE THE TENSION GRAPH 



 

 

DO YOU HAVE CHARACTERS? PERHAPS IT IS THE NARRATOR? 

 



Category Description 

Name  

Age  

Height (e.g. Tall, Short)  

Posture (e.g. slouchy, upright)  

Hair (e.g. curly, straight)  

Eyes (e.g. brown, blue, green)  

Occupation (e.g. teacher, student, astronaut)  

Home Life (e.g. only child, has 
parent/s/siblings, married) 

 

Hobbies (e.g. plays video games, sports, 
hiking) 

 

Favourite Food (e.g. Pizza)  

Talents or Abilities (e.g. good dancer, great at 
maths) 

 

Temprement (e.g. happy, grumpy, nice, 
mean) 

 

Unique identifying features (e.g. freckles, 
scar on their arm) 

 

Beneath the Surface - Character Information 

Category Description 

What genre music/books/games do they 
like? 

 

What is the character’s relationship with 
their family members like? 

 

Is your character independent or not? How 
so? 

 

What is your character’s greatest fear/ what 
are things they are afraid of? 

 

How has your character’s life changed 
during their lifetime? 

 

How do they see the world?  

Do they have a motto that they try and live 
by? What is it? 

 

What is their most treasured possession? 
Why? 

 



What is their most treasured memory? Why?  

What’s something that no one else knows 
about your character besides themselves? 

 

What moment in their life is your character 
is most ashamed of? 

 

What moment in their life is your character 
most proud of? 

 

 

SCRIPT TIME!! 

TIME TO WRITE YOUR SCRIPT - YOU MAY DO THIS ON YOUR COMPUTER THEN STAPLE IT TO THIS 

DOCUMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORYBOARD 

You must complete the storyboard on the following page and illustrate at least eight shots that you will shoot and 
describe the shot type, action, and dialogue. 



 

 

 

 


