
Annotation

What is it?

Annotation means writing key information alongside your work. It can help to record your thoughts, keep

your development on track and let others know what you have done and why.

 

what you have done and why you did it

how you did it, such as the media and techniques

used

why you chose a particular medium or technique

how an artwork or design fits in with your project

what aspects you like

how you could improve the work

what you think you will do next

To annotate your work successfully, you should

explain:
Always reference images,

artworks and text taken from

other sources.

Make it clear what work and

ideas are yours and what

comes from other people

who is it a portrait of?
what objects are in a still life?
what is your natural or built environment?

are they close together or far apart?
what is the overall shape of the composition?
what viewpoint is it shown from?

Vocabulary

Using the correct vocabulary in your annotation will show that you are developing your knowledge, understanding and
skills. Think about using key terms, such as:

Subject - what is shown in the artwork?

Composition - how are the elements of the work arranged?

Foreground and background - which elements appear close up or further away?

Visual elements - how are line, shape, colour, tone, form, texture and pattern used?

Writing

Write your annotations beside/underneath/close by each drawing, sketch, photograph or image. Keep these short and
straight to the point. It is best to handwrite your thoughts, so notes can be completed instantly.
The best thing about annotations - your grammar will not hinder you. When trying to get your point across, just be as
accurate as you can, but don't let the spelling stop you mid-sentence. You can always edit later. 
[Note: you should be spelling Artist's names correctly when you reference their images]. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgtngdm/revision/1 


